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Dear Reader,

The year 2020 has been an extraordinary year in history, however 
we eagerly await to welcome 2021. Along with the other trials that 
this year may have brought in our lives, yet we also saw a swift 
shift in our system which proved our capabilities to handle any 
situation whatsoever with grace and buoyancy. 

This newsletter brings to you our highlights and achievements 
irrespective of the struggles that we may have faced during the 
term. Throughout this newsletter you will �ind our world 
revolving around the essential C’s of today. Well, not the C for 
Coronavirus, or the C for Covid-19, or the C for Conventional to 
Online, but the 6 essential C’s that form the base for our system: 
Critical Thinking, Collaboration, Communication, Creativity, 
Culture and Connectivity.

Thanks to our parent community for always backing us and being 
our pillars. This newsletter is a tribute to our heroes- our students 
whose success stories we are proud to share with the world. For 
us, they are our world.

Yours sincerely, 
The Newsletter Editors’ Team

Editor’s Note
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Building growing minds and character for a better tomorrow.Term 1 • Sep 2020 - Dec 2020 



METAMORPHISM - VALUES 
INTO ACTIONS 

“Since belief determines behaviour, doesn’t it make sense 
that we should be teaching ethical, moral values in every 
home and every school ?” 

A rendezvous with Learning Innovation Consultant Boby 
John, panel discussions, interactive sessions on digital 
etiquettes and community outreach programmes such as 
‘Share a meal’, and ‘Free rice game’ which was advocated by 
the World Food Programme were some of the many activities 
conducted where students used their resources and 
connectivity  to turn values into action.

On the occasion of World Food Day, MSB students 
collaborated with MSB sister schools around the world in 
creating awareness videos to help make food systems more 
resilient. The video was received by the United Nations (UN) 
as one of the instrumental tools to call people for action.

THE DFC FRENZY
Five-six-seven-eight...
Phys ed.  is the great

Dubai Fitness Challenge was a month-long calendar of 
workouts and wellness-centric entertainment, a national 
initiative adopted by MSB. Using technology and connectivity, 
MSB left no child behind as the distance learning students 
were also included in the �itness sessions. 

According to Aliasgar Barbhaya (Sports Captain), the 
morning routine of doing these exercises in school improved 
energy levels throughout the day and he felt a genuine 
responsibility to motivate other students in following a 
workout routine, which was more rewarding. 

BLOG - ERRIFIC! 
The MSB school blog which is a 
creative hub where students share 
their writings, art, knowledge and 
passion is now online!  Be it a live 
journal, sports or tech, drawings or 
poetry, this terri�ic weblog will 
showcase students’ creative ideas, 
talents and skills for promoting 
content, recognition and celebrations. 
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Connectivity
Concentric

MSB is the focal point of establishing 
connections far and wide.

Cascade in acts of kindness
Take your pick from the jar 
To spread out happiness 
Amongst people near and afar.

The Kindness Jar

Taha Nomani (Year 7) 

“We succeeded in inculcating the 
value of sharing a meal with 
people by installing a box in 

school and donating an amount 
which will help produce meals for 

children around the world. An 
ongoing practice in this academic 

year”

SCAN ME
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LEADING BY EXAMPLE - THE 
STUDENT COUNCIL 
The student council is a student organisation aimed at 
working collaboratively to enhance leadership skills and to 
improve the school environment. Here’s a message from our 
newly appointed Head Pupils: 

TOWARDS THE NEXT 50

A collaborative brainstorming session for students and 
teachers was facilitated by a prominent educationist Mr. Neel 
Vaidyanathan with a focus on ‘Designing the next 50’ years in 
sustainability and education respectively. 

3 key questions were pondered upon: 
Challenges that we are likely to face in the next decade; key 
skill-sets that are required; and how we should develop 
ourselves to meet these needs in the new world.

The inputs were collated and will be  built upon in upcoming 
student workshops and professional development sessions.
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C
Collaboration

Constructive

working hand in hand.

A children’s day to rejoice 
A day full of choice
Play pranks or be the noisiest 
Childhood is meant to be the merriest 

Happy Children’s Day
As a part of the Children’s Day celebrations, a mirthful week was 
planned for the students in collaboration with the parents. The week 
ended with a personal letter from the parents where they shared 
their thoughts and aspirations for their children.

Every interaction is either a deposit or withdrawal.

IS ZERO GOOD?
When we aim at zero food wastage and zero hunger, ZERO is 
de�initely the best. 

As part of the World Food Day activities, students collaborated 
with  Maitha Thani Al-Marri, the Dubai Municipality’s Senior Food 
Trade Hygiene Of�icer and Member of the UAE Food Bank along 
with  Mr. Yousif Fidaali Burhani (NLP Coach and founder of FOOD 
LOSS SAGA) and discussed food waste statistics and actionable 
ideas on how to achieve zero food waste.  

“Our aim in this phase, ideally, is to build an 
understanding of good leadership skills for a 

more educated, engaged and involved society of 
tomorrow. During these trying times of the 

pandemic we wish to make the school into a 
safe and healthy environment for students, 

both mentally and physically.” 
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SHAPING PEACE TOGETHER

P- Place where there is no noise 
E- Everyone has a voice 
A- And everyone lives happily together 
C- Care for each other 
E- Everybody stands in unity altogether 
                                  -Hawwa Najmi

Strong messages packed in Acrostic poems on World Peace Day. 

Children were able to understand the idea of PEACE and how to 
inculcate peace values within themselves and with others. 
Interactive role-play sessions followed, focusing on 
problem-solving and decision making  to achieve a peaceful 
outcome. Lastly, they created beautiful works of art to express the 
idea of peace and to promote a culture of peaceful coexistence. 
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Culture
Changes in

Our culture is stable yet ever evolving
to embrace innovative changes.

CULTURAL AWARENESS VIA 
CULTURE OF PLAYWAY
Students were introduced to the African and Russian cultures 
through Galimoto and Russian Nesting Dolls. This interesting hook 
led to an inquiry into the national sports, �ags, geographical 
locations of the countries; to culminate this activity, the students 
created these toys using waste materials and playdough. 

“Tolerance does not 
only mean to accept 
them the way they are 
but to like them for 
what they are.”

POETRY THROUGH ART!
Students from Year 10 and 11 participated in the Barjeel 
Poetry Writing Competition, in which they composed a poem 
based on notable works of art by Arab painters. 

“It grasped my attention, knowing that there are just two 
colours used in the painting and yet it creates such a 
meaningful impact. A hunger to know more about this topic 
led to research and truly understanding its implications in the 
Arab culture. I penned down my thoughts through the 
medium of poetry, which was the challenge. Fortunately, the 
ideas poured out, and I am pretty happy with how it turned 
out! It was genuinely an enriching experience, and I would 
love to participate in more competitions like this.” said Insiya 
Ujjaini, a participant. 

Husaina Devaswala (Year 8)

INTER-MSB QURAN MUSABAQAT 
MSB Dubai participated in the MSB Quran Musabaqat organised by 
Idara on 23rd and 24th October. Five of our students quali�ied for 
further rounds in Tajweed and Hifz of the Holy Quran categories. 
It was a memorable event wherein students had the opportunity to 
gain substantial 
experience, 
showcase their 
skills, evaluating 
outcomes as well 
as uncovering 
their personal 
aptitude. 
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Happy Children’s Day
As a part of the Children’s Day celebrations, a mirthful week was 
planned for the students in collaboration with the parents. The week 
ended with a personal letter from the parents where they shared 
their thoughts and aspirations for their children.

Creativity
Celebrate

a culture that inspires.

WHO PUT THE COOKIES IN THE 
COOKIE JAR? 
“Our Actions are Our Future”. To make this beautiful quote come 
true, our tiny tots made this World Food Day a memorable event. 
Through this creative activity based on  the story ‘Who put the 
cookies in the cookie jar?’ they valued the hard work of many 
people who make food easily available for us. To show their 
gratitude to those millions of hands, our kids prepared delicious 
healthy cookies and shared them with the people who help or 
care for them. 

IT WAS A 
MATH-HATTER
WEEK! 
DID YOU KNOW? 
From 0 to 1000, the letter ‘A’ appears only once in 1000 (one 
thousand).  

Math week was a school-wide event conducted from 
November 8 -12, 2020.  The students were involved in a 
variety of creative  math activities and games with an 
objective to develop a  love for the subject and apply 
knowledge, skills and understanding in real life scenarios.The 
week concluded with math magicians wearing a 
mathematical hat  and secondary students creating 
innovative models and games. 

Let’s Reflect: Do you think your actions can be the biggest barrier to water sustainability? 

Students of Year 4 created a cross-curricular project that made waves across the school; a model of their favourite waterbody and the 
landform found near it. They applied their knowledge of di�erent subjects  to create the model and shared strategies on how to use 
di�erent water bodies e�ectively and sustainably.

Water Bodies A“CROSS” the Earth 

iFORDESIGN

“Design thinking is the glue between 
all disciplines." - Arne Van Oostrom

The “iForDesign” competition was hosted by Dubai 
Institute of Design and Innovation (DIDI) and 
supported by Dubai Design District (d3) and in5. The 
challenge taken up was to design a chair for the 
future (chair to be used on Mars) : design for 
sustainability and design based on culture.

UNLOCKING THE FUTURE  
2020 marks the �irst year of IGCSE Art and Design introduced as 
one of the many options that MSB offers. Due to the growing 
demands of STEAM careers, this was a thoughtful and proactive 
decision taken to equip young adults with a skill set required for 
their passion they want to pursue further. 
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Communicate
Connect &

The key to personal and career success 

SHOW
AND TELL

An inspired approach to education and lifelong learning.

The show and tell episodes in the formative years provide a platform for the young 
ones to communicate their knowledge and imaginary experiences in a unique manner. 
FS 1 students dressed up as animal rescuers and pretended to go on an animal safari 
through the savannah.

THE STUDENT-LED MSB RADIO 
Previously known as Recess Radio, The MSB Radio is now a fully 
student-led initiative! “Being part of the MSB radio is a great 
opportunity to enhance our speaking skills as well as boosting 
our con�idence. It has taught me how to overcome various 
challenges and to trust our teammates and believe in ourselves. 
MSB radio is a place where no one is judged and where anything 
and everything is accepted. It is where fear is eliminated and 
con�idence is strengthened.” said Sakina Huzefa (Show Planning 
Team, MSB Radio). 
 

TOASTMASTERS - WHERE LEADERS 
ARE MADE

Toastmasters club-style session was introduced to re�ine the 
speaking skills of students. Real stories about saving the planet 
served as the highlight of the very �irst meeting; however, there is 
nothing like the excitement of answering on-the-spot questions, 
known as the Table Topics.  ‘I don’t deliver what I don’t believe 
because, through a message, people will take action,’ Best Speaker 
Mohammed Ratlami (Year 7) said. It will be an ongoing 
programme for the upper primary year groups onwards to ensure 
students carve their niche in public speaking.

THANKFUL TO TEDTALKS 
‘I stepped on the stage and found myself engaged in 
school based TED talks.’ For Fatema Ghadiali, she doesn’t 
enjoy the idea of public speaking; however, she said that it 
helped her create and deliver well-formed ideas. Now she 
advocates the opportunity. Fatema said that everyone 
should give a TED talk once in their lives. ‘ The feeling of 
adrenaline pumping through your veins as you stand in 
front of a crowd can be deemed terrifying; it indeed 
is.However,  it can truly change one’s life,’ she claimed
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Critically
Contemplate

Let’s make it a habit!

LEARNING LAN
An activity was conducted to help students understand the 
formation of a Local Area Network (LAN). Year 6 students used 
woollen thread as cables, toilet paper roll packet as nodes to  
replicate the LAN model and learnt how computers use their 
algorithmic logic  to troubleshoot in case of server failure or 
under maintenance phase.  This posed the question - how do we 
troubleshoot problems in real life? 

UN-BEE-LIEVABLE - STIMULATE 
CRITICAL THINKING WITH LEGO
Tell us, who does not know how to play Lego? Year 5 students, 
however, know better than this.Working with lego kits facilitates 
critical investigation of a problem and �inding possible solutions. 
It improves focus and attention to details. Ideas of symmetry , 
balance , shapes and sizes are explored with different LEGO 
bricks. Our students used legos to represent a real-world concept 
by building a pollination model of a bee and generic �lower. 
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MEASURING MOMENTS - 
CRITICAL THINKING AND THE GROWTH
MINDSET!  
A Panel Discussion during Moral Education week  for the 
students of Year 9 and Year 10 focused on the topic- How should 
we measure our life? In years? In moments? In 
accomplishments? Or something else? 

The panellists emphasised on how accountability, perseverance, 
courage and mindfulness  portrays your personality and how 
they are instrumental  to climb higher pedestals of success. The 
message conveyed through the in�luential speakers was to 
cherish the little joys, the sparks of happiness and satisfaction 
that burst in us as these are what makes our lives meaningful 
and will provide solace to us.   

Moreover, the 
students designed 
and assembled a 
vehicle for lifting, 
moving, and 
packing a set of 
objects using the 
Design Library. 

THE PAPER PLATE PROJECT 
Simplistic but signi�icant! To sharpen their world map skills, Year 
4 students created a Paper Plate Project about continents and 
oceans. This hands-on output helped them learn geographical 
locations. Students had to position the continents at the correct 
location and also critically analyse suitable places for the marine 
animals based on the temperature of the ocean.

HEY! 
KIDS PLAY 
CATAPULTS
At an early age, Year 2 students 
already know how to make 
creative designs of catapults using 
materials of their choice. Students 
recorded observations and 
conducted investigations on the 
laws of motion. “How far does an 
object go when the rubber band is 
stretched? How much weight 
would this catapult design be able 
to carry?” Truly an activity that 
exercised their brain!
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BALLOON BREATHING
To inculcate mindfulness in our children, we encourage 
them to creatively learn some focusing skills and calming 
techniques. Balloon breathing was a practise used exten-
sively to calm the students down after intense physical 
activities. This helped them to experience their own 
breathing style and how to control and hold the breath 
longer.

THE TELL 
ME TREE

Our children need a friendly ear to listen to everything they have to say- 
be it good news or bad. Our friendly “Tell Me” Tree which sprouted in 
the Year 3 corridor, does just that. It gives the students a chance to share 
their thoughts anonymously, knowing well that they are being heard.

TEACHERS TURNED YOGIS
At MSB, student and teacher wellbeing is given utmost importance. 
While the students get their dose of exercise in school, the teachers 
of MSB meet up after school to take out an hour for themselves and 
their wellbeing. 

 “The solution to all our problems lies in making smallest of the 
things right. This one hour session of intense yoga is always fun and 
a great  relaxation for mind , body and soul,” said Ms. Deepika (an 
active participant of the Yoga for Teachers Initiative).

VALUE-BASED VIRTUAL 
ASSEMBLIES
Distance is not a barrier for developing character!

Throughout the term, the virtual class assemblies that were taken up by 
different classes focused on inculcating good values and improving our 
wellbeing in this day and age. Topics ranged from Kindness and 
Gratitude to Accountability and Responsibility,  to name a few. 

STUDENTS’ WELLBEING CENSUS
Students took part in the school-wide Wellbeing Census conducted by the 
KHDA where they re�lected on their mental, physical and emotional 
wellbeing. The results provide insightful data which helps us continue what 
we are doing right, as well as  implement further measures to ensure the 
wellbeing of our kids.

SAY NO TO CYBERBULLYING!
To create awareness about cyberbullying, students attended 
a workshop which highlighted the varying motives of 
cyberbullying. 

“This was a very helpful workshop, it informed me on how 
to tackle instances when people cyberbully you, and helped 
some of my friends who sometimes get cyberbullied.” said 
Burhanuddin Nalwala (Year 7 student). 

Care 
Taking

of our mind and body.


